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Outline

• Who am I & who are you?

• Your markets

• Sustainable seafood markets

• What is MSC?

• What are Fishery Improvement 

Projects?
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UK Retailer Sourcing Policies

100% of own-brand wild caught 

fish we sell will be independently 

certified as sustainable by 2020

We have an ambition for 100% of our 

seafood to be sustainably sourced. 

Since 2016, our range of MSC-eco-

labelled products has increased from 16 

to over 130. (72% of wild range MSC 

certified)

Lidl Ireland are committed to sourcing 

100% of wild caught fish (with the 

exception of tuna) from MSC Certified 

fisheries or from Irish Fishery 

Improvement Projects (FIP)* from 31st 

December 2019.

All of the fish we sell will be either 

Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) 

certified or in a Fisheries Improvement 

Project working towards MSC by 2020. 

100% of our own-brand fish and 

shellfish will be from third-party verified 

responsible sources by year end 

2016/17 (at 89.6% as of 2017/18)
100% of our own brand chilled and 

frozen wild caught lines must be sourced 

from MSC certified fisheries. 100% of 

wild caught seafood used as an 

ingredient in Lidl ready-meal products 

must be sourced from MSC certified 

fisheries



MSC on menus
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Our Vision

is of the world’s oceans teeming 

with life, and seafood supplies 

safeguarded for this and future 

generations
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Our Vision

is of the world’s oceans teeming 

with life, and seafood supplies 

safeguarded for this and future 

generations



Our Mission

is to use our ecolabel and 

fishery certification 

program to contribute to 

the health of the world’s 

oceans. 
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362 
MSC 

certified 

fisheries in 

36 

countries

~16% 
of the global 

wild-caught 

seafood 

supply 

is engaged

MSC certified fisheries
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362 
MSC 

certified 

fisheries in 

36 

countries

~16% 
of the global 

wild-caught 

seafood 

supply 

is engaged

MSC certified fisheries

35,000+ 
consumer facing labelled products 



The sustainability of stock1

Ecosystem impact2

Effective management3
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The MSC’s environmental standard

The sustainability of stock1

Ecosystem impact2

Effective management3
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28 indicators 



Fisheries which meet 

the MSC Standard are 

independently certified 

as sustainable

Consumers 

preferentially purchase 

seafood with 

the MSC ecolabel

More fisheries choose to 

improve their practices 

and volunteer to be 

assessed against the 

MSC Standard

Market demand 

for MSC certified 

seafood increases

A traceable supply chain assures 

consumers that only seafood 

from an MSC certified fishery is 

sold with the MSC ecolabel

Retailers and 

restaurants choose 

MSC certified 

sustainable seafood

Engine of change
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UK Retailer Sourcing Policies

100% of own-brand wild caught 

fish we sell will be independently 

certified as sustainable by 2020

We have an ambition for 100% of our 

seafood to be sustainably sourced. 

Since 2016, our range of MSC-eco-

labelled products has increased from 16 

to over 130. (72% of wild range MSC 

certified)

Lidl Ireland are committed to sourcing 

100% of wild caught fish (with the 

exception of tuna) from MSC Certified 

fisheries or from Irish Fishery 

Improvement Projects (FIP)* from 31st 

December 2019.

All of the fish we sell will be either 

Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) 

certified or in a Fisheries Improvement 

Project working towards MSC by 2020. 

100% of our own-brand fish and 

shellfish will be from third-party verified 

responsible sources by year end 

2016/17 (at 89.6% as of 2017/18)
100% of our own brand chilled and 

frozen wild caught lines must be sourced 

from MSC certified fisheries. 100% of 

wild caught seafood used as an 

ingredient in Lidl ready-meal products 

must be sourced from MSC certified 

fisheries



Commercial-George (TBC)
Overview of MSC in UK Market

2,642 consumer facing products*
As of May 2019

267 License holders*
*As of May 2019



Commercial-George (TBC)
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Commercial-George (TBC)

↑ 78% 
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MSC on menus



Commercial-George (TBC)
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Distribution by Volume (in tonnes) of Wholesale MSC Products from the UK



Number of Consumer Facing MSC Product by Distribution Country
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FIPs
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Project UK Fisheries Improvements

Facilitated by MSC
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Project UK Fisheries Improvements

Facilitated by MSC

A collaborative stakeholder partnership working 

towards an environmentally sustainable future for UK 

fisheries, facilitated by MSC.

• Where did it come from?

• Aim: to use the MSC tools to establish Fishery 

Improvement Projects & drive improvements on the 

water

• Supported by funding partners from the supply chain, 

retailers, NGOs and the fishing industry

• Focus on commercially important species identified by 

the supply chain

• Driven by multi-stakeholder Steering Groups
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The PUKFI FIPs

Facilitated by MSC

Stage 1

• North Sea plaice & lemon sole

• Demersal trawl

• Beam trawl

• Seine 

• Channel scallops

• Dredge

• Western Channel monkfish

• Demersal trawl

• Beam trawl

• Gill net

• South West crab & lobster

• pot

Stage 2

• Scallops

• Dredge

• Nephrops

• Creel/pot

• Trawl

Stage 2 Areas

• North Sea

• West of Scotland

• Irish Sea
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Funders Stage 1

Facilitated by MSC
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Funders Stage 2

Facilitated by MSC

PUKFI Stage 2 Funders

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjp8Z62x_XYAhVHvBQKHX3jAXQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.seafoodecosse.de/aktuelle-stellenangebote/&psig=AOvVaw2YBJAY27fEFFFtBqFwHoGA&ust=1517053645050925
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MSC definition of a Credible FIP

Facilitated by MSC

1
• Initial gap analysis using the MSC Standard

2

• Develop an Action Plan for improvement

• Linked to MSC performance indicators

3

• Regular reporting of progress against Action Plan 

4

• Independently verified progress reports to 
evaluate progress

5

• Pre-determined limit to time spent as a FIP

6

• Aim to enter MSC full assessment to demonstrate 
sustainability & verify work of the FIP
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A roadmap towards sustainability 

Facilitated by MSC
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• Initial gap analysis using the MSC Standard

2
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3

• Regular reporting of progress against Action Plan 

4

• Independently verified progress reports to 
evaluate progress

5

• Pre-determined limit to amount of time as a FIP

6

• Aim to enter MSC full assessment to demonstrate 
sustainability & verify work of the FIP
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Facilitated by MSC
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Project UK Fisheries Improvements

Facilitated by MSC
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Project UK Fisheries Improvements

Facilitated by MSC
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Key Actions in Stage 1 scallops

Facilitated by MSC

42

SICG commissioned research on exploitable biomass 
and a UK-wide scallop management plan

CEFAS: Have identified that there are no gaps and no 
additional data required at the moment

CEFAS: Provide a review of existing observer data, analysing
area & species composition

Imperial MSc student: Report on potential ETP species 
interacting with fishery in a GIS-based study including gap 
analysis and management recommendations 

Bangor Post-doc student: Fishery foot-print analysis and 
habitat mapping to understand impacts of the fishery on 
habitats, also developing possible management approaches

Expert group formed to conduct a SICA on main ecosystems 
potentially impacted by scallop dredges

1

2

3

4

5

6

7 Development of a management plan from year 2
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DRAFT Stage 2 results 

Facilitated by MSC



FisheryProgress.org
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Facilitated by MSC
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www.seafish.org/pukfi

Facilitated by MSC



Thank you

Claire.Pescod@msc.org

@MSCintheUK #ProjectUK #PUKFI


